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The ANSI A300 Tree Care Standard committee’s spring meeting was 
full of changes to our industry’s authoritative guidelines to writing spec-
ifications for the work we do. When you’re not sure about an arbori-
cultural practice, you can count on the ASC 300 Committee for the 
industry’s consensus on the best way to approach the management of 
woody plants in the landscape. The best way to describe this spring’s 
progress may be to count down the individual Parts of the A300 Stan-
dard, starting with the newest:

11. Urban Forest Products is forming in response to the need to 
find the best and highest use for tree parts after removal. Arborists 
benefit when the trees they manage retain maximum value after they 
die, from veneer and artwork to timber to pulpwood to mulch. The 
working document is underway, so the committee decided to meet 
in southern Michigan, U.S. (ground zero for the emerald ash borer 
invasion), to get more input from experts with experience.

10. Integrated Pest Management has a first draft underway. 
Authored by Eric Wiseman, this is the only Part of the A300 that will 
follow the ISA Best Management Practices (BMP) volume on the topic. 
The ISA BMP booklets are typically revised on a five-year schedule, 
following the A300. Integrated Pest Management will also get a boost 
at the autumn meeting, when local emerald ash borer and Asian long-
horned beetle experts share their experiences in managing the pests. 
Mike Raupp of the University of Maryland (College Park, Maryland, 
U.S.) came on board at the spring meeting, adding more academic 
expertise to the Part Ten effort.

09. Tree Risk Assessment. Tree Structure Assessment was newly 
published in 2011. A basic safety check involves a 360-degree inspec-
tion of the entire tree, including the trunk flare and site conditions. 
This is not a should (recommendation), it is a shall (requirement), and 
using hand tools shall not be precluded. Part Nine was the basis for 
ISA’s new BMP booklet on tree risk, as well as the upcoming TRAQ, 
or Tree Risk Assessment Qualification.
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08. Root Management no longer includes the root zone, to avoid 
duplication. The committee also decided that the section on managing 
wounds not caused by pruning belonged in Part Ten. Selective pruning 
and non-selective cutting were clarified. distance and percentage param-
eters were set. Having passed subgroup and full committee, Part 8 gets 
a second public review. Go online (www.tcia.org/standards/a300.htm) 
to view and comment on this and other ANSI A300 documents.

07. Integrated Vegetation Management covers work on utility 
rights-of-way. The 2012 revision has new guidance on conservation 
and lower-impact management methods. The full committee reviewed 
public comment and approved the document, which undergoes a 
limited 30-day public review period for the substantive changes (chang-
ing or moving shall and should). The topics being similar, Part Seven is 
serving as a template for Part Ten, further speeding up development.

06. Planting is newly revised for 2012. “Flare to grade or higher” 
remains the cardinal rule, while methods such as bare-rooting are cov-
ered in more detail. The Annex on staking was expanded after the 

A300 Part 9, 93.6.1: “The analysis of the assessment data should include...
Tree species...compensatory growth...Site and maintenance history...” of 
this live oak (Quercus virginiana) bent over as a trail marker.
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A300 Part 9, 93.4.2.2.1: “When sounding is specified, a mallet or equiv-
alent tool should be used...” Sounding indicates that adaptive growth 
around this damaged buttress root has compensated for loss of strength.
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vote, because, like the definitions, the annexes are not part of the offi-
cial A300 Standard. Establishing objectives and writing specifications 
gets easier by using the flowcharts and templates found in the annexes.

05. Management of Trees and Shrubs during Site Planning, 
Site development, and Construction is also new. The name 
reminds us: Trees are protected before construction—not after! This 

01. Pruning is the oldest Part of the A300 Standard. In 2001, 
reduction pruning’s “1/3 Rule” of the relative diameter of the remain-
ing lateral, was set aside in favor of a 25 percent guideline for the 
maximum amount removed. In 2008, “predetermined” was out of 
the definition of topping, and “interodal” was in. When Part One it 
is up for revision in 2013, the terminology will get a fresh look, as 
always, along with development of research since the last revision.

Blast Off! Into the ionosphere of arboriculture, by writing down 
objectives and specifications as Standard Operating Procedure in 
your daily work. With a common understanding of proper tree care, 
everyone, from the CEOs and consultants to arborist trainees and 
interns, can work together. Tree work is more consistent, communi-
cable, and defendable. As arborists become familiar with the A300, 
they are often surprised to discover profitable practices that are new 
to them. It pays off to blast off—light that fuse today!

Guy Meilleur is a practicing arborist and aerial consultant
with HistoricTreeCare.com.

ANSI A300 Standard Update (continued)

A300 Part 6, 63.6.2.3: “...flare shall be at grade...” Check. 63.6.2.9: 
“Mulch should be applied...” Lack of mulch results in mower damage, soil 
compaction, and root competition.
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A300 Part 1, 5.3.5: “The final cut should result in a flat surface...” Despite 
the lack of visible callus, this bark has remained firmly attached around 
the pruning wound for ten years, when this storm-damaged branch was 
reduced back to a node. Two sprouts from the underside grew upward, 
restoring that portion of the crown.
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revision further defines the site surveys, tree resource evaluations, and 
conservation plans that arborists perform to preserve trees from con-
struction damage.

04. Lightning Protection Systems is due in 2013. The 2008 
revision approved a smaller minimum conductor size, which saves a 
lot of copper—and money! Any reference to installing fuses to deter-
mine strikes have that have occurred, or managing trees that have 
been struck, has yet to be developed.

03. Supplemental Support Systems includes cabling, bracing, 
guying, and propping. The group reviewed changes that accommodate 
the use of some emerging technologies. Through-fastening allows for 
smaller holes to be drilled for steel cables and uses less parts. dynamic 
systems do not require any drilling at all, and allow more strength-
building motion. A subgroup is currently reviewing the durability of 
dynamic cable material. One portion was moved from an annex to 
the Standard, and a 45-day public review period was approved.

02. Soil Management: Modification, Fertilization, and drainage 
was printed in 2011. The old fertilization Part now has a broader range 
of potential objectives and on practices, like soil aeration, replacement, 
injection, augering, and amendment. Recommended ranges for appli-
cations of compost, mulch, and soil chemistry are included, along with 
expanded guidelines on calculations, and parameters for performance.
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